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A new subspecies of Black-headed Tailorbird 
Orthotomus nigriceps (Cisticolidae) and clari!cation 

of age-related plumage sequences
MATTHEW R. HALLEY

The Black-headed Tailorbird Orthotomus nigriceps was described from Mindanao, southern Philippines, but few specimens are available. 
Overlooked study skins from the islands of Dinagat and Siargao, east-central Philippines, in the Delaware Museum of Nature & Science shed 
light on sexual and geographic variation in this species. Adult specimens from Dinagat and Siargao have paler plumage on the belly, and 
brighter and yellower plumage on the sides, flanks and tail, than O. nigriceps specimens from Mindanao. However, phylogenetic analysis of 
mitochondrial DNA sequences (ND2) does not show appreciable divergence between these populations. Based on the phenotypic 
distinctiveness of specimens, I describe the populations from Dinagat and Siargao as a new subspecies. Furthermore, a survey of all 55 study 
skins that exist in databased collections revealed that, on all three islands, adults of both sexes have black chins, throats and upper breasts. 
Thus, O. nigriceps is not sexually dichromatic in the adult plumage, contrary to most published accounts.

INTRODUCTION

The Philippine islands are home to a plethora of endemic bird species 
and subspecies, many of which are poorly known to science. The 
songbird genus Orthotomus (tailorbirds, family Cisticolidae) is 
especially diverse in the Philippines, with seven of 13 species being 
endemic to the region (Clements et al. 2021, Gill et al. 2021). 
However, the biology of some Orthotomus species remains virtually 
unknown, and speculative inferences have been drawn from small 
samples of study skins that may be non-representative. Here, I 
present evidence of geographic variation in the adult plumage of 
Black-headed Tailorbird O. nigriceps Tweeddale, 1878, which is 
endemic to the southern Philippines. I also demonstrate that O. 
nigriceps is not sexually dichromatic in the adult plumage, as claimed 
and/or depicted in most published accounts (e.g. Mayr 1947, Ripley 
1950, Kennedy et al. 2000, Madge 2006, 2020, Allen 2020, but see 
McGregor 1909a,b).

Study skins of O. nigriceps are either (1) entirely black on the 
chin, throat and upper breast (hereafter ‘black phenotype’); (2) 
mottled with light grey and black on these parts (‘mottled 
phenotype’); or (3) unmarked light grey (‘grey phenotype’). In the 
early twentieth century, McGregor (1909a,b), who was employed by 
the Philippine Bureau of Science (Manila, Luzon) and examined 
study skins held there which had been collected in Mindanao by 
Everett, Celestino and possibly others, described O. nigriceps as 
sexually monochromatic (i.e. the black phenotype occurred in adult 
males and females, the mottled phenotype occurred in immature 
males and females, and birds with the grey phenotype were juveniles). 
Tragically, less than a decade after his death, the ‘exhaustive 
collections McGregor and his native assistants had industriously and 
discriminatingly gathered’ (Grinnell 1938) were destroyed with the 
rest of the Bureau of Science collections in the Battle of Manila, 
during World War II (Anon. 1945). Disagreement then arose about 
whether the black and mottled phenotypes were age-related, as 
McGregor (1909a,b) had thought, different species (Hachisuka 
1943), or due to sexual dichromatism (Mayr 1947). 

After the war, Mayr (1947), who had seen only two O. nigriceps 
specimens (both immature females) in two different American 
museums, tentatively proposed that ‘there is sexual dimorphism in 
this species’, contradicting McGregor (1909b). This idea was 
subsequently promoted by Ripley (1950), who had acquired the male 
holotype of O. nigrogularis Hachisuka, 1943 from Mindanao, which 
he declared a junior synonym of O. nigriceps, noting that it was ‘the 
only adult male of Orthotomus nigriceps in any collection in the 
United States or Great Britain’. Although he too lacked sufficient 
material for comparison, Ripley (1950) presented Mayr’s (1947) 

hypothesis as fact: ‘As pointed out by Mayr … O. nigriceps is a sexually 
dimorphic species’. This seems to have calcified opinions in the 
ornithological community, despite Mayr’s (1947) concession that 
‘Additional material is required to settle the question of the plumage 
of this species’. More than 70 years later, although specimens are still 
scarce, Mayr’s (1947) hypothesis has been universally (and implicitly) 
adopted by modern authors, who depict O. nigriceps as sexually 
dichromatic (e.g. Kennedy et al. 2000, Madge 2006, 2020, Allen 
2020). However, to my knowledge, the debate has still not been 
settled with specimen evidence.

In 2022, only 55 study skins of O. nigriceps are available to 
researchers in 10 databased museum collections (VertNet.org and 
iDigBio.org, accessed on 11 August 2022), including two un-
databased specimens (NHMUK 1888.4.20.385, 1977.16.95; M. 
Adams in litt.). As for many avian taxa, this dataset has a male-biased 
sex ratio (34 males, 20 females, 1 unsexed), which may have 
contributed to confusion about sexual variation. Populations of O. 
nigriceps occur on the islands of Mindanao, Dinagat and Siargao. 
The Delaware Museum of Nature & Science (DMNH, formerly 
Delaware Museum of Natural History) is the largest and only 
databased collection with material of O. nigriceps from all three 
islands. It holds 75% of specimens from Dinagat (6 of 8) and 89% 
from Siargao (8 of 9); of these, 11 specimens (7 males, 4 females) have 
black phenotypes. The DMNH collection also contains more than 
a third of known female specimens (40%, 8 of 20) and the (male) 
holotype of O. nigrogularis (DMNH 36809), a junior synonym of O. 
nigriceps (see Ripley 1950), which Dickinson et al. (1991: 337) 
reported as missing.

Few collections were made in Dinagat and Siargao before 1972, 
when DMNH and Mindanao State University co-sponsored a 
collecting expedition led by Dioscorso S. Rabor (1911–1996). In 
their expedition report, duPont & Rabor (1973) speculated that 
‘Inasmuch as Dinagat and Siargao are islands, it is very possible that 
the speciation process has already proceeded to such extent that 
subspecies … have … evolved on these small islands and that these are 
distinct from the forms found on the nearby islands of Mindanao’. 
However, lacking an adequate collection from eastern Mindanao, 
duPont (who alone was ‘responsible for the taxonomic accounts’) was 
unable to assess geographic variation in O. nigriceps and many other 
taxa (see duPont & Rabor 1973: 26). Before the accession of the 
Dinagat and Siargao material, the DMNH collection contained only 
two specimens of O. nigriceps (DMNH 13999, 14000), both adult 
males collected by Rabor in eastern Mindanao in 1963. Two more 
Mindanao specimens were accessioned by the early 1980s, including 
the holotype of O. nigrogularis. However, duPont evidently never 
diagnosed the Dinagat and Siargao study skins after completing the 



initial report (duPont & Rabor 1973). Here, I present evidence that 
O. nigriceps is not only polytypic, with at least two morphologically 
distinct subspecies, but also sexually monochromatic, as McGregor 
(1909b) contended.

METHODS

Study skins
I scored colour characters and took measurements of 18 study skins 
(10 males, 8 females) in the DMNH collection to evaluate variation 
within and among populations in Mindanao, Dinagat and Siargao. 
For each specimen, I compared plumage against published colour 
standards (Smithe 1975) and took the following measurements with 
calipers or a metric ruler (as noted) to the nearest 0.001!mm and 
1!mm, respectively: (WG) wing length, measured with a ruler from 
the carpal joint of the flattened (closed) wing to the tip of the longest 
primary; (TR) tarsometatarsus length, measured with calipers from 
the intertarsal joint to the distal end of the final leg scale; (TL) tail 
length, measured with a ruler from the insertion point of the two 
central rectrices to the tip of the closed tail; (BL) bill length, 
measured with calipers from the anterior edge of the right naris to 
the bill tip; and (BW) bill width, measured with calipers at the 
anterior edge of the nares. As with many specimens from this period, 
there were no skull pneumatisation nor bursa recorded on the 
DMNH specimen labels. Hereafter, capitalised colour names and 
numbers refer to colour standards in Smithe (1975).

To clarify the distribution of colour phenotypes (i.e. black vs 
mottled) with regard to age and sex, I sent queries for digital photos 
of specimens in the American Museum of Natural History 
(AMNH), Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum (BPBM), University of 
Kansas Biodiversity Institute (KU), Field Museum of Natural 
History (FMNH), Florida Museum of Natural History (UF), 
Natural History Museum Los Angeles County (LACM) and 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institute 
(USNM). I also compiled body mass data from DMNH study skin 
labels and online data (VertNet.org and iDigBio.org, accessed on 11 
August 2022) to ground-truth the estimate (7.0!g) published by 
Madge (2006, 2020).

Phylogenetics
I downloaded complete sequences (1,041!bp) from GenBank (www.
ncbi.nlm.nig.gov) of the mitochondrial NADH dehydrogenase 

subunit 2 gene (ND2), which were deposited by Sheldon et al. (2012) 
and Hosner et al. (2018). I analysed this dataset, which included 
ingroup samples of O. nigriceps (n = 6) and a single outgroup 
sequence of White-eared Tailorbird O. cinereiceps Sharpe, 1877 
(KU 14242), the likely sister species of O. nigriceps (Sheldon et al. 
2012), in PAUP* 4.0a169 (Swofford 2002). I performed an 
automated test of 56 substitution models and used the Bayesian 
Information Criterion (BIC) to select the model with the best fit 
to the data. The best-fit model (TrN, Tamura & Nei 1993) had 
equal transversion rates, variable transition rates and variable base 
frequencies (A = 0.332115, C = 0.3275, G = 0.10977, T = 
0.230616). Then, I implemented the TrN model to perform a 
heuristic search using Maximum Likelihood (ML) methods and 
estimated support for the best ML tree via bootstrapping (1,000 
pseudoreplicates).

RESULTS

Geographic variation in plumage colour
The belly colour of O. nigriceps specimens from Dinagat and Siargao 
(n = 14) is consistently whitish to paler than Pale Neutral Gray (86) 
(similar to specimens of O. cinereiceps, n = 15), whereas belly colour 
of O. nigriceps specimens from Mindanao (n = 4) is consistently 
Medium Neutral Gray (84) to Light Neutral Gray (85) (Figure 1). 
The sides and flanks of Dinagat and Siargao specimens are brighter 
and yellower than Citrine (51), whereas specimens from Mindanao 
have these areas slightly darker than Citrine (51). The dorsal side of 
the tail of adult specimens from Dinagat and Siargao is paler than 
Olive-Green (48) near the rachis and edged with Olive-Yellow (52), 
whereas adult specimens from Mindanao are closer to Hair Brown 
(119A) edged with Straw Yellow (56). The ventral side of the tail of 
adult specimens from Dinagat and Siargao is darker than Citrine 
(51) near the rachis and edged with Olive-Yellow (52), whereas adult 
specimens from Mindanao are darker and browner than Citrine (51) 
edged with Straw Yellow (56). In the Mindanao sample, these 
characters are consistent in specimens collected a half century apart 
(1930, 1980).

Sexual and age-related variation in plumage colour
In the complete sample of sexed study skins (n = 54) in databased 
collections, 40% of females have the black (= adult) phenotype (8 of 
20). This includes three females from Dinagat (Figure 2, DMNH 
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Figure 1. Ventral plumage of 
(A–D) adult males of Orthotomus 
nigriceps nigriceps Tweeddale, 
1878 from Mindanao and (E–
H) adult males from Dinagat 
and Siargao: (A) DMNH 36809, 
holotype of O. nigrogularis 
Hachisuka, 1943, collected at 
Tumadgo Point, Davao Oriental, 
Mindanao on 8 April 1930; (B) 
DMNH 72452, collected at Bo. 
Lunao, Gingoog City, Misamis 
Oriental, Mindanao on 27 May 
1980; (C) DMNH 13999, collected 
at Bo. Sibahay, Lanuza, Surigao 
del Sur, Mindanao on 18 April 
1963; (D) DMNH 14000, collected 
at Bo. Sibahay on 16 May 1963; 
(E) DMNH 20957, collected at 
Sitio Balitbiton, Loreto, Dinagat 
Islands, on 14 April 1972; (F) 
DMNH 20964, collected at Bo. 
Osmena, Dapa, Siargao Island, 
Surigao del Norte, on 30 April 
1972; (G) DMNH 20963, collected 
at Bo. Osmena on 29 April 1972; 
(H) DMNH 20966, collected at Bo. 
Osmena on 29 April 1972.
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20954, 20959, 20960), two from Siargao (DMNH 20956, AMNH 
821871) and three from Mindanao (LACM 77727, NHMUK 
1888.4.20.384, UF 36692). In contrast, 91% of males have the black 
phenotype (31 of 34). All three adult females from Mindanao and 
one male from Mindanao (UF 36693) have a few white feathers on 
the chin and/or abdomen, which are presumably retained from the 
mottled (= immature) plumage. The mottled phenotype occurs in 
three females (DMNH 20965, 20967, 20969) and one male from 
Siargao (DMNH 20968), one female from Dinagat (DMNH 
20961), and eight females (AMNH 592425, FMNH 275219, 
USNM 211074, 580361–580364, 580367) and two males (FMNH 
278043, NHMUK 188.4.20.385) from Mindanao (Figure 3). To 
my knowledge, no modern databased collection has a juvenile 
specimen (i.e. with the unmarked grey phenotype).

Morphometrics and body mass
Geographic variation in morphometric traits was slight and likely 
non-significant. Specimens with mottled phenotypes had shorter 
tails on average than birds with black phenotypes (Table 1). Body 
mass data were available for 65% of birds in the sample (35 of 54). 
Mass ranged from 8–14!g with a mean (± SD) of 10.3 ± 1.2!g. Mean 
body mass was roughly equivalent for females (10.3 ± 1.5!g, n = 11) 
and males (10.2 ± 1.0!g, n = 24). Mean body mass trended lower in 

Mindanao specimens (10.1 ± 0.9!g, range = 8–12.1!g, n = 23) than 
Dinagat and Siargao specimens (10.6 ± 1.5!g, range = 9–14!g, n = 12).

Phylogenetics
The single ND2 sample of O. nigriceps from Dinagat was not 
divergent from Mindanao samples (Figure 4; mean uncorrected 
p-distance = 0.004 ± 0.002). Sequences derived from two Mindanao 
samples (KU 19057, 19069) were identical to the Dinagat sample 
(KU 14063).

DISCUSSION

These data constitute the first evidence of geographic variation in 
the plumage phenotype of O.!nigriceps and support the description 
of a new subspecies. Study skins from Dinagat and Siargao differ in 
the colour of the tail and ventral plumage from those of Mindanao, 
including one character (belly colour) used by Hosner et al. (2018) 
to distinguish O. nigriceps from its likely sister species, O. cinereiceps. 
However, these plumage differences are not corroborated by 
mitochondrial genetic data, which do not show any appreciable 
divergence between the Dinagat and Mindanao populations. 
Genomic data will be needed to reconstruct the evolutionary 

Figure 2. Ventral plumage in one adult male (A) and four adult 
females (B–E) of Orthotomus nigriceps from Dinagat and Siargao: (A) 
DMNH 20957, adult male collected at Sitio Balitbiton, Loreto, Dinagat 
Islands, on 14 April 1972; (B) DMNH 20954, adult female collected at 
Sitio Kambinliw, Loreto, Dinagat Islands, on 19 March 1972; (C) DMNH 
20956, adult female collected at Bo. Osmena, Dapa, Siargao Island, 
Surigao del Norte, on 21 April 1972; (D) DMNH 20959, adult female 
collected at Sitio Balitbiton on 14 April 1972; (E) DMNH 20960, adult 
female collected at Sitio Paragua, Bo. Esperanza, Loreto, Dinagat 
Islands, on 4 April 1972.

Figure 3. ’Mottled’ ventral plumage in one immature male (A) and 
four immature females (B–E) of Orthotomus nigriceps from Dinagat 
and Siargao: (A) DMNH 20968, male collected at Bo. Osmena, Dapa, 
Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte, on 27 April 1972; (B) DMNH 20967, 
female collected at Bo. Osmena on 27 April 1972; (C) DMNH 20965, 
female collected at Bo. Osmena on 27 April 1972; (D) DMNH 20961, 
female collected at Sitio Paragua, Bo. Esperanza, Loreto, Dinagat 
Islands, on 4 April 1972; (E) DMNH 20969, female collected at Bo. 
Osmena on 27 April 1972.

A B C D E A B C D E

Islands Sex Phenotype n WG TR TL BL BW
Mindanao M black 4 48.3 ± 1.3 21.3 ± 1.8 46.3 ± 3.7 10.8 ± 0.9 3.1 ± 0.2

Dinagat/Siargao M black 5 51.8 ± 3.2 21.7 ± 1.2 45.8 ± 2.4 10.9 ± 0.3 2.9 ± 0.2

mottled 1 44 20.6 41 10.4 2.7

F black 4 50.8 ± 1.9  46.0 ± 2.2 10.8 ± 0.8 2.8 ± 0.4

mottled 4 47.5 ± 1.3 20.8 ± 0.3 38.5 ± 1.0 10.5 ± 0.7 3.0 ± 0.2

Table 1. Summary statistics for morphometric measurements of Orthotomus nigriceps specimens in the DMNH collection (n = 18) sorted by 
geography, sex and colour phenotype. Means (± SD) are given for wing length (WG), tarsometatarsus length (TR), tail length (TL), bill length (BL) 
and bill width (BW). For details about how each variable was measured, see Methods.

121  MATTHEW R. HALLEY • Journal of Asian Ornithology 38 (2022)



Journal of Asian Ornithology 38 (2022) • A new subspecies of Black-headed Tailorbird Orthotomus nigriceps  122 

history of plumage differences in these taxa. Some photos of O. 
nigriceps from south-eastern Mindanao, in the vicinity of Mount 
Hamiguitan, Davao Oriental, have extensive white on the head, 
suggesting the possibility of additional geographic variation (R.O. 
Hutchinson in litt.). However, the type of O. nigrogularis 
Hachisuka, 1943 (DMNH 36809), which was collected near 
Mount Hamiguitan, shows a similar amount of white as a male 
collected at Gingoog (DMNH 72452), about 50 miles (80!km) west 
of Butuan, type locality of O. nigriceps Tweeddale, 1878 (Figure 5). 
Therefore, this plumage abnormality may be due to individual, 
rather than geographic, variation.

In addition to demonstrating geographic variation, DMNH 
specimens of O. nigriceps from Dinagat and Siargao are sexually 
monochromatic in the adult plumage (i.e. females have black 
phenotypes like males), contrary to most published accounts and 
illustrations (e.g. Mayr 1947, Ripley 1950, Kennedy et al. 2000, 

Madge 2006, 2020, Allen 2020; but see McGregor 1909b). A 
comprehensive survey of study skins in databased collections 
confirms this pattern. Three female specimens from Mindanao 
have black phenotypes (NHMUK 1888.4.20.384, LACM 77727, 
UF 36692) with a few white feathers on the chin and abdomen, 
presumably retained from their immature (mottled) plumage. As 
these specimens were collected by Everett and Empreso, it seems 
unlikely that females with black phenotypes from Dinagat and 
Siargao were simply mis-sexed by Rabor’s field crew. Rather, the 
most parsimonious explanation is that former authors (e.g. Mayr 
1947, Ripley 1950) were misled by sampling bias into thinking that 
the Mindanao population is sexually dichromatic, because adult 
females from Mindanao are rare in collections. The three adult 
females from Mindanao are all housed in different institutions 
(LACM, NHMUK, UF) and none are found in the largest 
American bird collections (e.g. USNM, AMNH, FMNH). As 
shown here, the misunderstanding of the adult phenotype of O. 
nigriceps also extends to body mass, in which the mean value 
reported herein (10.3!g, range 8–14!g) exceeds published estimates 
(7.0!g in Madge 2006, 2020). At present, I am unable to explain why 
immature specimens had shorter tails than adults, on average.

Compared to the O. nigriceps populations discussed here, the 
two subspecies of O. cinereiceps exhibit a similar biogeographic 
pattern and degree of plumage divergence: O. c. obscurior Mayr, 
1947 occurs in western Mindanao, while the nominate subspecies 
O. c. cinereiceps is restricted to Basilan, a much smaller island off 
south-western Mindanao. Compared to O. c. cinereiceps, the crown 
of O. c. obscurior is said to be a ‘deeper, sootier gray’, the back is ‘a 
deeper shade of olive’, the ‘black of the throat [extends] further 
down on the breast’ and the ‘middle of [the] belly [is] ashy gray,not 
w h i t i s h ’
(Mayr 1947). These purported differences have not been formally 
compared to published colour standards, to my knowledge, nor have 
samples of O. c. cinereiceps been included in phylogenetic studies to 
date. A broader taxonomic review of these taxa is warranted.

In contrast to intraspecific variation in O. nigriceps and O. 
cinereiceps, species-level taxa in Orthotomus generally exhibit deeper 
genetic divergences and more pronounced plumage differences 
(Madge 2020, Sheldon et al. 2012). Molecular clock analysis 

Figure 5. (left-top) DMNH 36809, holotype of O. nigrogularis Hachisuka, 1943, collected at Tumadgo Point, Davao Oriental, Mindanao, on 8 
April 1930. (left-bottom) DMNH 72452, collected at Bo. Lunao, Gingoog City, Misamis Oriental, Mindanao, on 27 May 1980. (right) An individual 
from the vicinity of Mount Hamiguitan, Davao Oriental, Mindanao, showing more extensive white on the head than is typical of the species, 
photographed on 16 June 2016 (R.O. Hutchinson in litt.).

Figure 4. Maximum likelihood tree reconstructed from ND2 
sequences of O. nigriceps (n = 6) from Mindanao and Dinagat, and a 
single outgroup sequence of O. cinereiceps, reconstructed via heuristic 
search under the TrN substitution model (see Methods). Bootstrap 
values for relevant nodes are shown as percentages.



suggests that the divergence of O. nigriceps and O. cinereiceps, and 
the divergence of their ancestor from the ancestor of Yellow-
breasted Tailorbird O. samarensis Steere, 1890, occurred during 
the late Pliocene, prior to the onset of the Pleistocene glacial cycles 
(Sheldon et al. 2012). When sea levels dropped during Pleistocene 
glacial maxima, Mindanao, Dinagat and Siargao merged with the 
nearby islands of Leyte and Samar to form the Mindanao 
Pleistocene Aggregate Island Complex (PAIC, Brown et al. 2013). 
Thus, it is possible that the currently isolated populations of O. 
nigriceps occurred in sympatry and interbred at the Last Glacial 
Maximum, and that observed differences in plumage colour have 
evolved during the last 20,000 years. However, as there are many 
avian taxa endemic to Leyte and Samar, more data are needed to 
investigate this hypothesis. Members of this endemic clade
(O. nigriceps, O. cinereiceps, O. samarensis) have evidently coexisted 
for dozens of glacial cycles, despite periods of possible sympatry 
and/or isolation in forest refugia caused by aridification of the 
environment in the Mindanao PAIC during glacial maxima 
(Sheldon et al. 2012, Brown et al. 2013).

To summarise, this study has illuminated several aspects of the 
biology of O. nigriceps, including patterns of sexual and geographic 
variation. These data echo recent discoveries of new Orthotomus 
taxa in mainland South-East Asia (Mahood et al. 2013, Fuchs & 
Zuccon 2018) and emphasise the critical need to preserve and build 
scientific collections. More collecting on all three islands will be 
necessary to further refine our understanding of geographic and 
ontogenetic variation in O. nigriceps, and to shed light on other 
aspects of its biology. Nevertheless, specimens collected decades ago 
may still yield new information about poorly known species, and 
existing material is sufficient to demonstrate that populations of O. 
nigriceps in Dinagat and Siargao are phenotypically distinct and 
warrant a formal taxonomic description, provided here:

Orthotomus nigriceps luminosus subsp. nov.
(Fig. 1, E–H; Fig. 2; Fig. 3)

urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:4C77D9DF-80C4-4E99-80AD-
E46021D31D47

Orthotomus nigriceps nigriceps duPont & Rabor 1973: 86 (in part).
Orthotomus nigriceps Kennedy et al. 2000, Madge 2006, 2020, 
Allen 2020 (in part).
 
Holotype
DMNH 20957, adult male collected by subgroup leader "uintin 
M. Bautista, Jr and his crew (see duPont & Rabor 1973: 4) in 
disturbed lowland forest at Sitio Balitbiton, Loreto, Dinagat 
Islands, on 14 April 1972.

Adult specimens examined
O. n. luminosus: Philippines (n = 4 females, 5 males): Surigao del 
Norte: Siargao: Dapa: Bo. Osmena: DMNH 20956 (female); 
DMNH 20963, 20964, 20966 (males). Dinagat Islands: Loreto: 
Bo. Esperanza: Sitio Paragua: DMNH 20960 (female); Sitio 
Balitbiton: DMNH 20959 (female), DMNH 20957, 20958 
(males); Sitio Kambinliw: DMNH 20954 (female).
O. n. nigriceps: Philippines (n = 4 males): Mindanao Island: 
Surigao del Sur: Lanuza: Bo. Sibahay: DMNH 13999, 14000 
(males); Davao Oriental: Tumadgo Point: DMNH 36809 (male, 
holotype of O. nigrogularis Hachisuka, 1943); Misamis Oriental: 
Gingoog City: Bo. Lunao: DMNH 72452 (male).

Immature specimens examined
O. n. luminosus: Philippines (n = 4 females, 1 male): Surigao del 
Norte: Siargao: Dapa: Bo. Osmena: DMNH 20965, 20967, 20969 
(females), DMNH 20968 (male). Dinagat Islands: Loreto: Bo. 
Esperanza: Sitio Paragua: DMNH 20961 (female).

Diagnosis
The abdominal plumage of O. n. luminosus is whitish or paler
than Pale Neutral Gray (86) vs Medium Neutral Gray (84) to
Light Neutral Gray (85) in O. n. nigriceps. The sides and flanks of 
O. n. luminosus are brighter and yellower than Citrine (51) vs 
slightly darker than Citrine (51) in O. n. nigriceps. The dorsal
side of the tail of O. n. luminosus is paler than Olive-Green (48) 
near the rachis and edged with Olive-Yellow (52) vs Hair
Brown (119A) edged with Straw Yellow (56) in O. n. nigriceps. The 
ventral side of the tail of O. n. luminosus is darker than Citrine (51) 
near the rachis and edged with Olive-Yellow (52) vs darker and 
browner than Citrine (51) edged with Straw Yellow (56) in O. n. 
nigriceps.

Description of the holotype
Lores, supercilium stripe extending to behind the eye, and narrow 
eyering pure white; crown, cheeks, chin, throat and upper breast Jet 
Black (89), transitioning through Medium Neutral Gray (84) on 
lower breast to paler than Pale Neutral Gray (86) and whitish on 
belly; back and uppertail coverts slightly darker than Citrine (51); 
flight feathers of the wing Sepia (219) edged with Citrine (51); wing 
coverts and alula Sepia (219) edged with Spectrum Yellow (55); 
sides and flanks brighter and yellower than Citrine (51); dorsal side 
of tail paler than Olive-Green (48) edged with Olive-Yellow (52); 
ventral side of tail darker than Citrine (51) edged with Olive-Yellow 
(52); in dried specimen, maxilla Hair Brown (119A), paler on the 
tomium; mandible Cream Colour (54); feet paler than Yellow 
Ocher (123C).

Measurements of the holotype
Taken from the right side, wing length: 54 mm; tarsometatarsus 
length: 23.3 mm; tail length: 46 mm; bill length: 10.5 mm; bill 
width: 3.1 mm. The length of the dried specimen is 123 mm, 
between the tips of the bill and tail. No fresh measurements were 
recorded before the specimen was prepared.

Etymology
The scientific name is derived from the masculine Latin adjective 
luminosus (bright), referring to the bright ventral plumage of the 
new taxon.
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